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Q190/2011 - Cycle safety

Caroline Pidgeon

Are TfL’s roads safe for cyclists?
Caroline Pidgeon (AM):  Clearly I have just read your five page press release which you issued which does show the power of tabling a question at these meetings.  Perhaps a summary, rather than taking up all my time, would be appreciated.

Boris Johnson (Chair, TfL):  Thank you, Caroline.  The answer is that cycling is safe and I am very proud of the work that we are doing to make it safer.  Given the huge increase there has been in cycling over the last 10/15 years it is very good news that, relatively speaking, the number of people killed or seriously injured is coming down relative to the increase in cycling all told.  Of course you have got to cross your fingers and you can never be complacent and every cycling death is an absolute tragedy and one that I personally look at to see what lessons can be learned but I am also pleased that on the TfL Road Network (TLRN), the roads for which I have direct responsibility, in the last three years you have seen an absolute reduction - in spite of the massive increase in cycling - in the number of people killed on the TLRN in cycling accidents.

That is a great tribute to London’s bus drivers who have a lot of challenges to face on the roads and they are showing ever greater awareness of the presence of cyclists, it is a tribute to motorists who are becoming much more conscious that London is a cycle city and also to many heavy goods vehicle (HGV) drivers.  The fact is that if you look at HGVs and the 14 deaths that we have had so far this year, there is no doubt that HGVs or vans were implicated in seven of them.  There is a job of education to be done through all means at our disposal to educate HGV drivers about the presence of cyclists.  The message we are trying to get across today is really to try to help cyclists to make themselves less vulnerable to HGVs.

The critical thing that some cyclists need to remember is you should never be on the left hand side of an HGV if you can conceivably avoid it for long.  It is fine to be there as you are shuffling past at the traffic lights but do not hang around there because they cannot see you very often unless they have the proper mirrors fitted and that is very often the danger area.

Caroline Pidgeon (AM):  As you have already highlighted, 14 cyclist fatalities in the capital this year and we have still got two months to go.  That is an increase of 40% from last year --

Boris Johnson (Chair, TfL):  No, it is not.  No, it is not.  There were 19 last year.

Caroline Pidgeon (AM):  There were ten last year.  That is from TfL figures.

Boris Johnson (Chair, TfL):  Sorry, Caroline.  You must correct that now.  You must correct that now because you are wrong.

Caroline Pidgeon (AM):  I would like to carry on with my question.  It is 10 last year and 14 this year --

Boris Johnson (Chair, TfL):  No, it wasn’t.

Caroline Pidgeon (AM):  Those are the figures I have seen --

Boris Johnson (Chair, TfL):  I am afraid you must correct it because you are wrong.

Caroline Pidgeon (AM):  Let me finish, please, my question.  I have listened to your answer.  In the last month alone we have seen the tragic death of Min Joo Lee at Kings Cross and a 58 year old man at Bow roundabout.  As you have highlighted, both accidents involved lorries.

A lot of cyclists would question whether you really are taking this seriously.  I hear what you said.  You said you personally look at every cyclist fatality to see what else can be done.  Do you regret that last week at TfL’s Board not one Board Member raised the issue of these two tragic deaths on London’s roads and challenged TfL and Mr Hendy as to what TfL was doing to make the road safer?  Do you regret that?

Boris Johnson (Chair, TfL):  It so happens that we discussed lots of matters at that Board but not --

Caroline Pidgeon (AM):  Cycling safety was not raised once.

Boris Johnson (Chair, TfL):  -- cycle safety.  Cycle safety is absolutely paramount for us.  We are working very, very hard to ensure that not only the cyclists but above all the users of HGVs understand the threat that they can pose to cyclists.

Caroline Pidgeon (AM):  It was not even mentioned.  It is not even a regular feature of the Commissioner’s report.  Perhaps you might want to change that for the future if you take such a personal interest in it?  Maybe the whole Board should be looking at it as well.

I would like to move on because in your five page press release you talk about the fact that you are going to get blind spot mirrors fitted to fleets of vehicles.  Obviously that is a European issue you have got to try to tackle there, not just those based in London.  What I want to flag is that a simple thing you could do is to roll out Trixi mirrors at junctions across London, not just on the cycle superhighways --

Boris Johnson (Chair, TfL):  We are doing that, Caroline.

Caroline Pidgeon (AM):  - but at all dangerous junctions across London.  Is that something you are committed to do and on what timescale?

Boris Johnson (Chair, TfL):  We are doing that --

Caroline Pidgeon (AM):  You are on your cycle superhighways, not on any other junctions.  Are you talking to Government to get the permission to do that on other dangerous junctions across London?

Peter Hendy (Commissioner, Transport for London):  Yes, we are.  The inability to roll it out further is because, up to now, the traffic sign regulations have prevented it from happening - not because we did not want to do it.

Caroline Pidgeon (AM):  You are looking to do that.  What sort of timescale?

Peter Hendy (Commissioner, Transport for London):  It depends on Government allowing it to happen because --

Caroline Pidgeon (AM):  I am sure it will so what sort of timescale?

Peter Hendy (Commissioner, Transport for London):  The concession on the cycle superhighways was an experiment to prove their worth.  We believe that that is right and we think that it is a really good thing to do.

Caroline Pidgeon (AM):  I am glad to hear that will be rolled out and perhaps we can get some more detail on that at some point.

TfL’s own survey of Cycle Superhighway 7 - that is the one that goes from Merton to the City - showed that only one third of cyclists felt that the route was safer after the introduction of the cycle superhighway than before, so two thirds of cyclists using it felt it was not safer so the blue paint on the road is not making them feel safe.  Given that we have got a huge number of junctions that I know are being brought to your attention - whether it is Elephant and Castle, Oval, Wapping, Bow or Kings Cross, just to name a handful - will you commit to review these many dangerous junctions across London to look at what can be done to make them safer for cyclists?

Boris Johnson (Chair, TfL):  Yes.  We always look at what we can do to make junctions safer for all road users.  By the way pedestrian fatalities are well down on this year --

Caroline Pidgeon (AM):  I am talking about cyclists today though.

Boris Johnson (Chair, TfL):  Sorry, in 2010 they stood at 14 pedestrian fatalities.  I make that point because we are constantly looking at ways to improve safety for all vulnerable road users.

Yes, of course we want to make London safer for cyclists and you know how much I want people to feel safe on the cycle superhighways and to encourage people to feel that this is a wonderful way to get around town.  It is a wonderful way to get around town and it will be a great, great shame if people were to misrepresent what is happening and to say that it is getting more dangerous when the figures show that if you take the increase in the number of cyclists and you look at the number of killed and seriously injured (KSIs) it is getting safer.  That is something that we should be proud of.

I am not saying that things are perfect and I know that what I have to say will be cold comfort to the families of cycling victims.  I cannot tell you how sorry I am to see the death of any cyclist, but we do our absolute best to ensure that we minimise these KSIs and that we educate not just cyclists but also the drivers particularly of HGVs.

Caroline Pidgeon (AM):  I welcome what you are saying and I am not trying to misrepresent statistics if you are trying to imply that.  The statistics I have had are very clear and the 14 cyclist fatalities this year you agree with.  As you have said, we cannot be complacent about this --

Boris Johnson (Chair, TfL):  You cannot be, no.

Caroline Pidgeon (AM):  It is a very, very serious issue.  What I want to understand is you said, “Yes, we review them”.  Will you personally agree to review these dangerous junctions that exist across London to see, as a cyclist yourself?  If you really are the cycling Mayor then you need to be assured that everything is being done to make these junctions safe.  Will you personally review the top 10 or top 20 dangerous junctions that have been highlighted in London --

Boris Johnson (Chair, TfL):  I do not wish to sound complacent about this.  I cycle everywhere in London.  I have cycled just about every junction there is.  I have looked at the areas where each of the 14 tragedies took place and I believe I have cycled on virtually every single one of those places.  I know those roads.

I would love to tell you that it was a simple question of concreting over some section, creating a special lane - I am reluctant to mention individual cases because some of them are subject to  prosecutions at the moment and very often, in my view, quite rightly.  When you look at some of these roundabouts, for instance, it is simply not possible to put in a dedicated lane that would protect a cyclist in the way that we would all want without totally disrupting the traffic.  

Caroline Pidgeon (AM):  Yes, but what I am asking is will you commit to make sure you review these junctions personally and particularly the cycle superhighways.  A lot of cyclists that I talk to see it as just some blue paint on the road and at some of the very difficult junctions - whether it is Oval or Stockwell - you have not really tackled some of the more expensive mechanics that you need to make at those junctions to make them work and safe for cyclists.

Boris Johnson (Chair, TfL):  Of course.  That is why --

Caroline Pidgeon (AM):  Of course - is that a yes?

Boris Johnson (Chair, TfL):  They are under constant review and I can tell you that I personally cycled all of these areas and I have strong views --

Caroline Pidgeon (AM):  And reviewed them?

Boris Johnson (Chair, TfL):  -- about them.  I make my views known to TfL.  You have got to be honest and sometimes, Caroline, it is not the case that you could materially affect the outcome by engineering.  You have got to be honest about this.  You cannot just tell people that it can all be magically changed simply by rebuilding roads --

Caroline Pidgeon (AM):  It is not just engineering - it goes along with training and some of the other measures from HGVs that I welcome.  I still want you to be reviewing those dangerous junctions to make sure you are doing everything you can.
Jenny Jones (AM):  Commissioner, thank you for your letter that you have written to me about the Kings Cross cycling death.  You have offered a briefing on the whole junction which probably Val Shawcross and Caroline Pidgeon would also like to be part of.  Yes, to that briefing.

I would like to put my questions to the Mayor because you have said lots of things this morning that I agree with.  We both want to increase cycling and we want the roads to be safe.   That is a given.  It seems to me that very often TfL or you, as you are TfL, do ignore recommendations and do not take suggestions from some very well informed groups like the London Cycling Campaign because - you said it yourself - you cannot do this without disrupting traffic.  Cyclists are traffic and they are increasing and we have to accept that we have to do more for them in terms of engineering on our roads.

For example, at Bow roundabout where, as Caroline said, somebody was killed recently, local cyclists and local compaigners said that there was an obvious and straightforward way of making access in both directions for cyclists which would have meant that where the road narrows cyclists would have been safe.  Their suggestions were not taken up by TfL.  It does seem to me that you say cycling safety is paramount for us --

Valerie Shawcross (AM):  You have gone on to your own question.

Jenny Jones (AM):  I am talking about cyclists’ safety though.

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  You have gone on to the road safety issue at Kings Cross.

Jenny Jones (AM):  I have mentioned Bow.  I am talking about cycle safety.  You said just now that cycling safety is paramount for us, which is very good to hear, but then you say it is not because traffic is more important.

Boris Johnson (Chair, TfL):  No, I did not say that.  Jenny, I really respectfully appreciate you raising this up the agenda because I take this incredibly seriously and it is of huge personal importance to me because I feel that I am the Mayor who makes a big thing about cycling and goes on and on about how wonderful it is that we have got our bike hire scheme and that we have had a 15% increase in cycling in the last year.  I am very proud of it so of course it really worries me when I read about cycling accidents.  It grieves me sometimes to see the way that TfL is blamed.  If we can do anything to ameliorate the junction that you describe, or the roundabout, and if that would really address the problem then of course we will look at it.  Sometimes I do not think that physical street works are the answer.  The answer is, very often,  to educate HGV drivers and to educate cyclists about the need not to be, as I said in my earlier answer to Caroline, caught in that position on the left.

There is a further thing that we could do and I know that Peter is looking at this, particularly with HGVs since HGVs are so much the problem.  Tipper trucks and cement mixers.  There is a case for asking them to install side bars running under the flank of the vehicle between the wheels.  If you get hit by a bus you will not be dragged under in the same way and you will not receive these appalling injuries --

Jenny Jones (AM):  I do welcome that.

Boris Johnson (Chair, TfL):  There is a case for looking at that and that is something that Peter is pursuing.

Jenny Jones (AM):  I welcome any measures that are going to make a difference to the death and seriously injured toll.  For example, you also ignored suggestions about Blackfriars Bridge.  You even had a complete alternative plan offered to you about making Blackfriars Bridge safer for cyclists who are the largest part of traffic crossing Blackfriars in the morning peak and you have ignored it.  You have gone ahead with your plans that reduce space for cyclists and reduce pedestrian crossings as well.  Why do you ignore measures that are cost effective?  Every crash and every injury on our roads causes congestion and delays.  There is a financial aspect to this as well yet again and again cycling safety is pushed aside when you have this idea that you have got to push traffic through as a traffic flow measure.

Boris Johnson (Chair, TfL):  The reason we are doing what we are doing at Blackfriars, Jenny, is because we have a massive pedestrian issue there.  There are going to be huge numbers of people coming out of that station and you need to have some sensible schemes for those vulnerable road users.  This is a question --

Jenny Jones (AM):  I do not disagree with that but you have reduced space for cyclists while maintaining, and even increasing, space for cars.  That does not seem logical when cyclists are --

Boris Johnson (Chair, TfL):  Can I ask you how many times a month you cycle over Blackfriars Bridge?

Jenny Jones (AM):  I have no idea.  A few.  It is not a route --

Boris Johnson (Chair, TfL):  I do it about three times a week.  Probably more.

Jenny Jones (AM):  Mr Mayor, I know you do not have any sense of road danger and the biggest barrier - I have heard you say it yourself - to getting more cyclists out on the roads is road safety.  It is the fact they feel the roads are dangerous.

Boris Johnson (Chair, TfL):  I agree with that.

Jenny Jones (AM):  You do not feel that.

Boris Johnson (Chair, TfL):  I agree with that, Jenny, and that is why it is your duty, as an honest politician, to tell people the truth, which is that cycling is getting safer when you consider the number of people on the roads.  I hope that you will do that.

Jenny Jones (AM):  I want more and more cyclists and to do that we have to engineer the roads.

Boris Johnson (Chair, TfL):  I hope you will tell people the truth; that cycling is getting safer.  The number of KSIs, as a proportion of cyclists, is diminishing.  I hope you will say that.

Jenny Jones (AM):  I do say that.  That is true --

Boris Johnson (Chair, TfL):  Do you?  I have not heard you say that.

Jenny Jones (AM):  At the same time --

Boris Johnson (Chair, TfL):  I have not heard you say that.

Jenny Jones (AM):  -- the roads are still dangerous.  People feel road danger.  That is their perception.  You seem to ignore cycling and expert --

Boris Johnson (Chair, TfL):  Is that possibly because --
Jenny Jones (AM):  It was a TfL report that we have agreed - I think you have now read it - said that Blackfriars should have more cycling space and that there shoudl be 20 mile per hour.  You constantly ignore good advice about making --

Boris Johnson (Chair, TfL):  I am an inveterate user of Blackfriars Bridge and I think it works pretty well.  With great respect, Jenny, what I would like to hear is a reasonable debate and a reasonable debate would begin by saying that it is an outstanding achievement to have expanded cycling and it is good that cycling is getting safer but what we need to do is to make it even safer.

John Biggs (AM):  I feel quite emotional about this question, Chair.  It is over two years since I first raised the problem with the Bow roundabout which I have repeatedly described as an accident waiting to happen.  I did meet the relatives of the man who lost his life two weeks ago there.  I submitted two written Mayor’s questions.  I have met TfL officers three times.  I wrote to you urgently about it ten days ago.  I have received no reply.  My question is more or less the question that Caroline Pidgeon asked which you failed to answer in a way that is satisfactory to her which is will you give personal priority to looking at these ten most dangerous junctions in London and make sure that cyclists and other vulnerable road users can feel safe on them?  In that case there may be legal action following the incident.  There are solutions.  The problem with the solutions on that particular junction is that they would take time out at the junction which would almost certainly add to traffic queues but you have to ask whether the balance is right.

Boris Johnson (Chair, TfL):  You do.  I am grateful to you.  You have also got to look at the circumstances - and, as you rightly say, they are subject to legal proceedings - of the individual accident and you have to consider whether the intervention that you propose, or Jenny described, would have made any difference whatever in that particular case.  That is a rational thing to do.

As I have said, every cycling accident is one too many in London.  We do everything we can to minimise them but I would be very sad indeed if, for political purposes to have a bash at the cycling Mayor, we were to start to misrepresent what is actually happening on the streets and we were to start to exaggerate the danger in a way that would be counter productive and would undermine people’s confidence.  That is absolutely vital.  One thing is that a confident cyclist is a safe cyclist and if people feel that the roads are safe, which they are, then they will cycle more safely.

John Biggs (AM):  I have a particular concern at this junction which is in addition to the historic concerns about safety.  We have now introduced a cycle superhighway which introduces a possibly false sense of safety into the junction.  You need to look urgently at that.  I am happy to sit down with you - I know your officers protect you from meeting me - without any party agenda.  It is a very urgent priority for people who live and work in that area.

Peter Hendy (Commissioner, Transport for London):  Can I say something about these accidents in general.  It is not possible, unfortunately, to talk about the last one on 24 October 2011 in particular because there is an investigation ongoing.  I have looked at each of the fatalities this year and I have looked at the seven which involved commercial vehicles and it is quite clear to me, in general terms, that, if you are a professional driver of an HGV, you owe a particular duty of care to cyclists.  The evidence from those that you can talk about would indicate in some cases that the driver was not exercising any care whatever and, in those cases, it is also not clear to me that the design of the road would have made any difference because, frankly, if you are not either looking through the front of the vehicle or at the side, you are likely to kill somebody.

John Biggs (AM):  In the case of this one it could be as simple a question as the matter of traffic light timings that could make a safe space for people who are vulnerable to get across the junction.  Thank you, Chair.

Boris Johnson (Chair, TfL):  John, I am sure that we will look at any proposals.  I do not think the traffic light timing was a solution that Jenny was suggesting --

Andrew Boff (AM):  Mr Mayor, I think Caroline Pidgeon has given you an example of the old Liberal Democrat tactic of waiting for a commitment to be fulfilled and then, just before it is, lobby for it and then issue a press release taking all the credit.  As we speak there is some Liberal Democrat researcher typing out a press release to say how the Liberal Democrats have saved London for cyclists.  It is an old technique and I think it is in their war book.  
Anyway, Mr Mayor, before I ask a question I have just got to give you credit.  What is unquestionable is the increase in the profile of cycling under your Mayoralty.  The increased number of people on the streets.  The increased attention to safety.  The fact that you did not need to be pushed to investigate the possibility of extending Trixi mirrors.  You are to be congratulated.

However, now that we have had the cycle highways in for a while, there are lessons to be learned and it is only right that we should learn lessons from those.  One of my concerns about the cycle highways does cover the junctions and I am not asking, as Jenny Jones is, for digging up all the roads and replacing them with cycle lanes, which seems to be what her Group is in favour of because it is just not practical to do that.

One of the things I am concerned about is the guidance for cyclists when they hit a junction.  It is not so much the engineering works.  If you want an example of that, Mr Mayor, you just need to go over Tower Bridge where the cycle highway finished and then there is no guidance for the cyclists.  There is no suggestion as to which is the safe route.  I have seen that repeated around London on the different junctions.  That would be of help to cyclists, improve safety and would be remarkably low cost as well because you would merely be suggesting the best way to protect your health.  I am wondering if you would look at that?

Boris Johnson (Chair, TfL):  You are so right.  It is a brilliant point but let’s just look at that junction you mention.  You  pull up at the traffic lights, you have got the Tower on your left and you can go three ways.  You can go straight ahead, you can go left down towards Lower Thames Street or you can go right down the Highway --

John Biggs (AM):  You can’t.

Boris Johnson (Chair, TfL):  Sorry, you cannot turn right down the Highway.  Thank you, John.  You can’t turn right but you have got at least two ways ahead of you.  The trouble is that it would be difficult for us to install - if we installed a cycle lane going all the way across and said that was the safe route then what if you want to go left?  It is very difficult to produce a satisfactory cycle lane network because my philosophy is the entire network should be safe and occupied by cyclists.  I am not with those who want to segregate and who want to drive cyclists into reservations and say that only this part of the road is for you and you cannot expect to be found anywhere else otherwise someone has got a right to barge you out of the way.  That is not right.  It is that philosophy that has led to the big increase in cycling.  The whole point about the cycle superhighways is to instruct the motorist that this is a place where you are going to find loads of cyclists so be careful.  When you see big blue stretches of paint on the road that means this is an area where cyclists, we hope, will congregate and will feel safe.  That is how we are trying to encourage it.

Andrew Boff (AM):  I absolutely agree with that.

Boris Johnson (Chair, TfL):  What we did not try to do with the cycle superhighways - and people deride me for putting blue paint on the roads - was to build concrete reservations and say no motorist may ever come here because that would not be in the interests either of the cyclist or of overall London traffic.

Andrew Boff (AM):  I absolutely take the point, Mr Mayor, but there has been a vast increase in the number of people cycling.  Not all of them have cycled before or have that basic experience.  It is right that they be given that basic guidance of a recommended route.  I know it is difficult.  You and I have both been cycling for very many years and we perhaps forget what it is like to first get on a bike and defensive cycling is something that has to be taught to people and defensive cycling is the assumption that everybody else on the road wants to kill you.  If you make that assumption then you are likely to make the right decisions about your own personal safety --

Boris Johnson (Chair, TfL):  That is absolutely right.

Andrew Boff (AM):  That is new to a lot of people and I do fear that some of the junctions are confusing.  I am not saying they are dangerous; I am saying they are confusing and do not enable the cyclist to make a sensible choice.  I ask you to go again to Tower Bridge.  You have got a green lane coming out of one side, you have got the blue lane going one way and you have got traffic u-turning in front of you.  I ask you to look at that junction --

Boris Johnson (Chair, TfL):  I will look at it.

Andrew Boff (AM):  -- as an example of the problem.

Secondly, Mr Mayor, obviously we cannot dig up all the junctions in London and make them perfect cycle routes.  You are absolutely right in that.  We cannot do that.  However, what is your opinion of at least having notional cycle lanes to protect against any future development that might build over an oportunity for a cycle highway?  Specifically I am thinking particulalry at the moment about the redevelopment of the Heygate Estate at Elephant and Castle whereby the development there will kaibosh any possible future improvement to the cycle lane.

Boris Johnson (Chair, TfL):  That is very interesting.  I will look into it, Andrew.  One of the first cycle superhighways takes you round the back of Elephant and Castle.  It is that cunning little cut through that I sometimes do.  This is the crucial point; I sometimes use our super superhighway but sometimes, frankly, I just go round Elephant and Castle because it is fine.  If you keep your wits about you Elephant and Castle is perfectly negotiable.  I want people to feel confident and that is what we are trying to do.  The cycling superhighways are about building confidence.  If there is a difficulty with this particular development then of course we will have a look at it.

Andrew Boff (AM):  I take your point, Mr Mayor, there is a war going on amongst the cycling lobby, amongst themselves, about segregation and non-segregation.

Boris Johnson (Chair, TfL):  Is there?

Andrew Boff (AM):  Has been for years and no doubt will carry on for years.  They have now recognised that it is a litte bit of both.  I absolutely understand your point that we do not want to give the impression that the roads are so dangerous you could never go on them --

Boris Johnson (Chair, TfL):  Let me give you an example.

Andrew Boff (AM):  Also it is fair to provide routes where they are possibly and possibly if you could look at Hackney’s example - and I rarely say something nice about Hackney in this Chamber but this time I will - of its permeabilty model where it has provided for safe cycle routes through estates and not necessarily via the roads.  Just because it is segregationalist does not mean it is wrong and it needs looking at.

Boris Johnson (Chair, TfL):  That is right.  There will be different strokes for different folks.  Some cyclists will want to use - for instance, last night, I was going along the Euston Road and you get to that bit where you come to the underpass and then the cycle route takes you on this fiddly thing where there is a path and you have got lots of oncoming pedestrians and then you are invited to cross at a traffic light and so on and so forth.  Or you can just scoot down the underpass.  I go down the underpass.  There are many, many other London cyclists who will do the same.  I go round Hyde Park Corner.  There is no problem for me because I have become used to it.

These things take time.  I understand that some people are apprehensive and some people need their confidence built up so you do need different measures and different interventions in order to encourage cycling for people of different levels of confidence.

Andrew Boff (AM):  I am encouraged by the fact you have made an undertaking to look at the Heygate and hopefully to look at the Tower Bridge crossing as an example --

Boris Johnson (Chair, TfL):  We will look at it.

Andrew Boff (AM):  -- of a junction.  Thank you.

Roger Evans (AM):  We have had a discussion this morning about the Bow flyover situation.  I wonder, Mr Mayor or Mr Hendy, if you could update us on plans to extend the cycle superhighway eastwards from Bow so that residents in Redbridge can participate in your cycling revolution, which they are keen to do?

Boris Johnson (Chair, TfL):  I can tell you what has happened there, Roger.  Kulveer [Kulveer Ranger, Mayor’s Director of Environment and Digital London] has been down to talk to Robin [Sir Robin Wales, Mayor of Newham] in Newham.  They simply felt that in the run up to the Olympics there would be so much to do in their borough and so many calls on traffic engineers that they did not want to progress it.  I am obviously disappointed by that but, as far as I understand matters, Robin is keen to expand cycling in Newham and through Newham and we are determined to revisit it and I know that he is as well.

Roger Evans (AM):  So we are waiting until after the Olympics?

Boris Johnson (Chair, TfL):  I think that is right.

Peter Hendy (Commissioner, Transport for London):  I think that is right too but I am not sure.  We will have to find out.

Roger Evans (AM):  Can you write to me.
Boris Johnson (Chair, TfL):  I think that is right.  Obviously it is not ideal but, as we have been saying throughout this conversation, you do what you can.

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  Thank you for that.  Commissioner, one of the Members mentioned a briefing.  Can we leave that to be organised between the Assembly’s Secretariat and your office because I am mindful that, as the Constituency Member for half of the Kings Cross area, I am in correspondence with you?  I do not know if Assembly Member Coleman is.  There are clearly a number of locations that were mentioned in that discussion so let’s liaise so we get that briefing so as many Members can be present at that briefing.  We will organise that appropriately.
Jenny Jones (AM):  The briefing was just for Kings Cross.

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  Then we will organise that again because you mentioned three Members and missed off the two Members that have constituency interest and I am sure --

Jenny Jones (AM):  No, I have not got a problem with that - I just wanted to say it was only Kings Cross that I was offered a briefing on.
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